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Washing is a method of cleaning, usually with water and often some
kind of soap or detergent. Washing both body and clothing is an
essential part of good hygiene and health.
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Often people use soaps and detergents to assist in the emulsification of
oils and dirt particles so they can be washed away. The soap can be
applied directly, or with the aid of a washcloth.
People wash themselves, or bathe periodically. Infants, the sick, and
people with disabilities are bathed by a caregiver, but those that can
wash themselves often do so. Often a shower or a bathtub is used for
washing. People bathe naked under most circumstances, and commonly
do so in the privacy of their home.
In Europe, some people use a bidet to wash their external genitalia and
the anal region after using the toilet, in addition to using toilet paper.
More frequent is washing of just the hands, e.g. before and after
preparing food and eating, after using the toilet, after handling
something dirty, etc. Hand washing is important in reducing the spread
of germs.[1][2][3] also common is washing the face, which is done after
waking up, or to keep oneself cool during the day. Brushing one's teeth
is also essential for hygiene and is a part of washing.
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'Washing' can also refer to the washing of clothing or other cloth items,
like bed sheets, whether by hand or with a washing machine. It can also
refer to washing one's car, by lathering the exterior with car soap, then rinsing it off with a hose, or washing
cookware.
Excessive washing may damage the hair or cause rough skin or skin
lesions.[4][5]

Bathing
Car wash
Cleaning agent
Cleanliness
Hygiene
Dishwashing
Hand washing
Laundry symbols, washing machine
Sanitation
Wikibooks:Car Washing Techniques

A private home washing machine

1/5/2017 2:49 PM

Washing - Wikipedia

2 of 2

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washing

1. CDC: Why Wash Your Hands? (http://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/why-handwashing.html)
2. Clean Hands, Thomas Osborne, M.D. (http://www.raiterclinic.com/health%20articles/cleanhands.html)
3. HealthReach CHC (http://www.healthreachchc.org/news/healthTip.php?IDT=39)
4. You Probably Wash Your Hair Way Too Much (http://www.organicauthority.com/delicious-beauty/you-washyour-hair-too-much.html) retrieved 6 October 2012
5. Infections in Obstetrics and Gynecology: Textbook and Atlas (https://books.google.com
/books?id=1yKh_AT0UZwC&pg=SA6-PA13&lpg=SA6-PA13&dq=&source=bl&ots=8-8F6Qktcg&
sig=KJbLMk8r6OOFi2jXP_80-Hny07I&hl=en&sa=X&ei=TTRwUODQCMqu0QW2rYDwCA&
ved=0CDEQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=&f=false) retrieved 6 October 2012, Eiko Petersen - Page 6-13

Retrieved from "https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Washing&oldid=748297023"
Categories: Hygiene Cleaning
This page was last modified on 7 November 2016, at 13:53.
Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may
apply. By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy. Wikipedia® is a registered
trademark of the Wikimedia Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization.

1/5/2017 2:49 PM

